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Reclaiming Joy in Worship

Smartt Sears
Urges District
To be Strong
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor

“We welcome you. We 
celebrate your appointment to 
the Metropolitan District. We 
affi rm your leadership. We will 
pray for you and support you in 
our mutual ministry in the name 
of Jesus. We are Metropolitan 
strong!”

With those words, the 
congregation gathered at St. 
Mark’s United Methodist 
Church in Harlem, affi rmed 

BISHOP’S TRI-DISTRICT RETREAT

Rev. Dr. Denise Smartt Sears 
removed her robe to reveal 
an “I am Metropolitan Strong” 
T-shirt underneath.

Clergy members “shake it up” during some singing at the 
Bishop’s Tri-District Retreat at Stony Point Retreat Center.

BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
Editor

Exploring the theme of 
“Worship that Works,” some 
50 clergy members gathered 
at the Stony Point Center for 
the northern tri-district retreat 
with Bishop Martin D. McLee on 
September 23 and 24. The opening 
worship, led by Rev. Alex Souto, 
dispatched groups of clergy to 
take on a variety of challenges 
including walking the center’s 
labyrinth, and creating an altar 
display without speaking.

And after lunch, it was Bishop 

McLee’s turn for some hands-on 
teaching. He quickly demonstrated 
ways to enhance worship by 
leading the gathering in singing, 
“Sanctuary,” fi rst en masse, and 
then by sections, and then fi nally 
as a round. This kind of layering 
takes the experience from just 
singing to worshipping, McLee 
said. 

He added, “The biggest 
challenge may be to navigate the 
bulletin. We need to give people 
cues through worship, or they may 
never return.” McLee suggested 
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10/19 Go Fish!—Laity Convocation
Guest speakers will include Sophia Agtarap of 

Rethink Church, Melanie Gordon of the General 
Board of Discipleship’s Children and Youth 
Ministries, and Heather Lear, director of the GBOD’s 
Evangelism Ministries. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Renaissance 
Westchester Hotel, White Plains. $40 per person; 
light breakfast from 8 a.m., lunch will be 
provided. To register, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4509.

10/21 & 10/24 Advanced Lay Servant Training
Classes scheduled in the New York /Connecticut 
District include:
Rediscovering Your Spiritual Gifts: Mondays, 

October 21–November 25 at Hyde Park UMC, 1 
Church Street, Hyde Park, N.Y. Register at: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4747.
Go Preach! 6:15–8:30 p.m., Thursdays, October 

24–November 21, at Drew UMC, 28 Gleneida 
Avenue, Carmel, N.Y. Register at: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4746.

10/26 Transforming Rural Churches
This Vital Congregations workshop will 

feature guest speaker Shannon O’Dell, author of 
Transforming Church in Rural America. 9 a.m.–
3p.m; light breakfast/registration begins at 8 a.m. 
Lunch will be provided. Garden Plaza Hotel in 
Kingston, N.Y. Registration is $75 per church team. 
Go to: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4646, to 
register.

10/26 UMW Annual Meeting & Celebration
United Methodist Women will rally for mission 

at Grace UMC, Valley Stream, N.Y., to explore the 
theme, “Faithfully Resilient.” Registration and 
continental breakfast start at 7:30 a.m.; program 
runs from 9 a.m to 3 p.m. Guest speaker is Renata 
Smith, conference lay leader. Hands-on mission 
activities will include assembling UMCOR School 
Kits, ‘No More Malaria’ boxes, and recycling bags. 
Registration fee of $30, which includes continental 
breakfast and lunch, is due by October 18. 
For more information, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/3844.

10/26 UMM Annual Retreat
Discover ways to reach out to the next generation 

at this 33rd men’s retreat. Featured speaker, 
Greg Arnold, who is a staff member of UMM, will 
discuss engaging younger men in church and men’s 
ministry. Breakfast and registration from 8 to 9 
a.m.; workshops runs until 4 p.m. at First UMC, 
42 Cross Road, Stamford, Conn. Donation $50 per 
person. Register by October 23 with the form found 
at http://nyac.com/events/detail/4764. Questions: 
call Royston Bailey at 516-485-3723, or Earlwyn 
Benjamin at 718-991-6786.

11/2 Learn to Create SMART Goals
Discover how to set goals with your congregation 

that are specifi c, measurable, action-oriented, have 
clear responsibilities, and are timed. Pastor John 
Parille will lead this 9 a.m. to noon workshop for 
pastors and their leadership teams at First UMC, 
188 Rocky Rests Rd., Shelton, Conn. For more 
information and registration, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4738.

11/3 Clinton at City Society Gala
Commemorate the historic work and mission 

of the United Methodist City Society at a 175th 
anniversary dinner celebration from 4:30 to 9 
p.m., at Terrace on the Park, Flushing-Meadows 
Park, Queens. This fund-raising event will feature 
the former Secretary of State, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, as speaker, and the debut of a specially 

Continued on page 13
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New Leader ‘Metropolitan Strong’

Rev. Leo Curry, Bishop Martin McLee, and Rev. Dr. Gennifer 
Brooks presided over the installation of Rev. Denise Smartt 
Sears, second from right.

Rev. William Smartt prays 
over his daughter after her 
formal installation.

The praise band from Broken 
Builders UMC was one of two 
that provided music for the 
occasion.

Continued from page 1
the leadership of Rev. Dr. 
Denise Smartt Sears as district 
superintendent. Sears, who began 
her appointment on July 1, was 
formally installed in a celebration 
fi lled with song and dance on 
September 22.

The strength and diversity of 
the district was evidenced in the 
service participants, in the praise 
bands from New Day UMC and 
BrokenBuilders UMC, and in the 
dancers from First UMC in Mt. 
Vernon and the Metro Praise 
team. As Sears began her sermon, 
she removed her clergy robe 
to reveal a rhinestone-studded 
T-shirt bearing the fi tting slogan, 
“I Am Metropolitan Strong.” The 
shirt drew laughter and applause 
from the gathering.

In his introduction of Sears, 
Bishop Martin McLee praised her 
“sharp” spirit and mind, adding 

that she has been a “change agent 
on the cabinet.”

Sears noted that, “we do not 
journey alone,” before thanking 
her family, the bishop’s cabinet 
and extended cabinet. “We are 
bound together in love and with a 
great sense of hope.”

She began her sermon with the 
lament that despite the recent bell 
ringing to celebrate 50 years of 

civil rights, “we still have to deal 
with stop and frisk, the exclusion 

Continued on page 6
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BISHOP’S TRI-DISTRICT RETREAT

Bishop: Time to Reclaim 
Our Joy in Worship

Young Luca was a reminder to all about the 
importance of including children in worship.

Continued from page 1
that our Sunday morning 
productions would take 
on a whole new vision if 
we consider it as worship 
theater, or “holy theater.” 
He stressed the need 
for pastors to be able 
“lead” worship in a fl uid 
way, or fi nd someone 
who has been blessed 
with that gift in their 
congregations.

The bishop offered 
these “holy steps” to 
achieving worship that 
works.

Create an atmosphere 
where exciting worship 
can happen.
Does your sanctuary/

worship space look 
more like a storage 
area? Are there broken 
pews or chairs? Does 
the piano need to be 
tuned?
Make the space fresh 

and welcoming. Make 
communion and 
worship memorable.
Find someone in the 

congregation who 
can do altars. When 
asked by the bishop, 
Rev. Jennifer Pick 
offered three tips 
for creating effective 
altars: add color, 

use odd numbers 
of items (3 or 5) 
and create different 
levels to “make the 
eye dance” around 
the altar.
And pastors, 

stop asking from 
the pulpit if 
there are more 
announcements!

Reject the excuses.
“I can’t change 

worship because 
they’ll get mad at 
me, won’t like me.” 
Allow people to 
get upset with you. 
Communicate with 
your leaders and 
show videos of good 
examples of changes 
you want to make.
Don’t talk about 

“traditional versus 
contemporary” 
worship. Talk about 
layering worship 
to add depth of 
meaning.
“There are no 

musicians where 
I live.” Instead 
advertise on social 
media, offer college 
internships, or offer 
something other 
than money: i.e., 
transportation or 

a place to live. Ask 
church members 
to specifi cally 
cover cost of music 
honorariums.

Convene the leaders of 
worship.
Find out about who 

is greeting at the 
front door? “Joy 
should be planted at 
the front door.”
Ask children about 

worship to attract 
more children.
Train ushers 

properly to guide 

the movement of 
people, or to tip off 
the pastor to visitors 
or special guests. 
Have cues set up 
between the pastor 
and ushers to deal 
with problems. 

Create a theology of 
worship
How does your 

congregation defi ne 
worship?
How does the pastor 

defi ne worship? 
Pastors need to 
Continued on page 5
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Bishop: Time to Reclaim Our Joy in Worship

develop a theology 
of worship that 
will guide their 
ministries.
Develop a worship 

team that prays. 
Pray in the space 
beforehand; pray 
with the choir and 
worship leaders 
before the service 
starts.
Find the prayer 

warriors in your 
church and bring 
them to church 
when no one else is 
there. Ask God for 
what you want to 
happen in worship.

Build worship.
Start a buzz about 

changes in worship; 
get the worship 
committee excited, 
engage the trustees.
Bring in guest 

The center’s celebration of the Jewish festival 
of Sukkot and a harvest dinner provided a 
joyous disruption to our evening schedule.

musicians. Invite a 
choir who can come 
for free.
May need to invite 

current musician to 
leave

Finalize the steps and 
trust in the Holy Spirit.

Monday evening 
brought an opportunity 
to experience some of 
what the bishop was 
proposing as the UMC 
clergy joined in the 
Sukkot celebration and 
“farm to table” feast 
at the retreat center. 
This Festival of the 
Tabernacles or Booths 
has its scriptural origins 
in the 23rd chapter of 
Leviticus and is one of 
three pilgrimage festivals 
celebrated annually in 
the Jewish faith.

As the sun was 
setting, the group was 

warmly invited to come 
together outdoors under 
a sukkah, the temporary 
structure created for the 
occasion with bamboo 
poles, canvas, rope, and 
phragmites branches. 
Twinkling white lights 
draped the roofl ine, 
mimicking the stars far 
above.

The generous 

hospitality and sheer 
joy of our hosts and 
worship leaders was 
contagious. The clergy 
were repeatedly invited 
to “dwell” within the 
expanse of the sukkah, to 
move in under its roof; 
to sing, to dance, and to 
clap. It was truly a place 
of “holy theater.”

Continued from page 4

Youth participating in U.M. ARMY for the fi rst 
time in 2014 are eligible for a $100 scholarship 
thanks to a grant by The United Methodist 
Foundation of New England. That means a week 
of mission work, spiritual growth and fellowship 
for only $180. The price includes meals, building 
materials and evening activities.

The programs and 2014 dates are:
Young adults must be one year beyond high 

school: June 8–14;  

Mixed age participants have completed at 
least 7th grade: June 22–28, July 6–12, July 
13–19, and July 20–26;
High school participants have completed at 

least 9th grade: July 6–12 and July 13–19. 
A limited number of scholarships are available 

and will be awarded beginning September 1 
on a fi rst come fi rst served basis. Visit 
http://ne.umarmy.org/, for details, or contact 
Lorraine Macpherson, at Lorraine@umarmy.org.

UM Army Scholarships Available for 2014  
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of women, and children living in poverty.”
Often we are like Jeremiah searching for some 

sort of balm. “Jesus Christ is that healing balm . . 
. the well never runs dry,” she said. She urged the 
gathering to let Christ rekindle in them the hope 
that can transform the world.

She said that with laity and clergy working 
together, “we can raise expectations and God will 
give the increase.” She cited the example of the 
merchant Lydia in the book of Acts as one who was 
open and available to God.

“Lydia was doing what she always did—praying 
and singing,” Sears said. And her heart was “open 
to receive the Holy Spirit.” Everyone has a role to 
play; each person adds to the capacity for ministry, 
Sears stressed.

“When we follow the call, we are changed. Lydia 
and her family are changed . . . they were becoming 
the church,” Sears said. And what does church look 
like for us? she asked.

“It is responding to mothers and kids in need, 
building a whole new church in Colombia, and 
fi nding a permanent home” for . . . a new church 
start in Manhattan, Sears replied. “It’s when we 
forget about ourselves.”

Sears suggested that Lydia had a New York 
City mindset and would have been at home in the 
Metropolitan District. “She shared what she had 
and took risks . . . I can just see her as a New York 
City girl . . . up in Harlem, down on Broadway,” 
Sears sang out.

“We are Metropolitan strong!” 
That strength was echoed in thewords of Rev. 

Sungchan Kim, who shared about contracting 
malaria on a mission trip to Tanzania. His witness 
came as a prelude to the offering for the Imagine No 
Malaria campaign. The pastor of Marn-Baeksung 
UMC on Staten Island was hospitalized twice and 
fell into a coma for eight days before “God raised 
me.”

“Just one night without a mosquito net can bring 

New Leader ‘Metropolitan Strong’
Continued from page 3 someone to sickness and death,” Kim said. He 

compared his quarter-million-dollar hospital bill to 
the cost of one bed net—$10.

“It is not our duty, but our joy and privilege to 
share,” he added. The offering added $4,236.51 
toward the cause.

The symbols of district superintendency were 
presented by a parade of clergy and laity: Renata 
Smith, Rev. Dr. Allen Pinckney, Rev. Song Ha Park, 
Tiffany French, Rev. Carmen Ortiz, Rev. Estella 
Abel, Rev. Nat Dixon, Rev. Marcia White-Smith, 
April Callender, Rev. Vicki Flippin, Kyla Golding, 
and Rev. Barbara Mungin.

Following those presentations, Rev. William 
Smartt came forward to pray over his daughter 
while she knelt at the altar rail. He asked that the 
“Spirit fi ll her home and her life” like the Alicia 
Keyes song, “This Girl Is On Fire.”  

Bishop McLee and Rev. Dr. Gennifer Brooks 
presided over Holy Communion. Wendell Sears 
joined his wife in offering the bread and juice at one 
of the serving stations.

As the service came to a close and people were 
invited downstairs for a reception, the strains of 
“Draw the Circle Wide” could be heard fi lling the 
expansive sanctuary.

Sears succeeded Rev. St. Clair Samuel, who asked 
to return to parish ministry after serving two years 
as superintendent. He now serves Sears’ former 
church in New Rochelle.

Bishop: Martin D. McLee
Director of Connectional Ministries: Ann A. Pearson

Editor: Joanne Utley
New York Conference of The United Methodist Church

20 Soundview Avenue, White Plains, NY 10606
Phone (888) 696-6922

Fax (914) 615-2244; Website: www.nyac.com
Vision e-mail: thevision@nyac.com

The News of the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church
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BY JIM STINSON
Consultant on Older Adult Ministry

“Grandpa, I wish Uncle Chay could be alive 
again.” So began yet another conversation with my 
newly minted, “now-I’m-six-years-old” grandson.”

“I know you do Benjamin, we all wish the same 
thing, but it doesn’t work that 
way…” “Why?”

Benjamin can be “fresh” in a 
bad way, but more often than 
not, he is “fresh” in the best 
sense of that word. At six years 
of age everything seems new to him. He still sees 
life through eyes of wonder. He still sees life as an 
adventure. But he also sees the questions life poses 
through eyes that want answers; that expect an 
explanation. He is only just beginning to learn that 
not every question can be met with an answer.

His question spoken three years after his uncle 
died has no answer. Quite likely it never will. It is 
one of those lessons life seems insistent on teaching. 
Asking “why” is a perfectly normal question. Every 
one of us has done it and, if we live long enough, 
will ask it again and again. But what to do without 
answers is an even more important question.

Fortunately there is an answer to that. Benjamin, 
in an entirely “fresh” way, reminded me of that 
answer. Perplexed about what to say to him, I said 
it was okay to feel sad and to cry and that even 
Grandpa does that. After being informed that I was 
a “crybaby,” he must have sensed I needed some 
help. He snuggled in a little closer, poked me in the 
arm and said, “Don’t worry Grandpa, you’ll be dead 
soon anyway.”

Behind his response, I am sure, was his belief—
taught by his family—that Uncle Chay was living in 
heaven. Since he assumes I will one day be going to 
heaven (big assumption by the way), he sought to 
console me with a word of hope. Thankfully I heard 
it that way and thanked him for that reminder. For 

Love & Affection May Help Ease the ‘Whys’

in so doing, he reminded me in a new way of what 
I’ve always believed was the ultimate answer to the 
question of why. It is living in hopefulness, doing 
what Benjamin did, sharing love unconditionally 
with someone hurting or in need of any kind. Rather 
than linger very long on what cannot be changed, 
he did the one thing that comforted him and me. He 
snuggled in a little closer, letting me know he loved 
me, and spoke a kind word.

How much better would we handle the changes 
and the losses of our lives if we embraced the 
questions that cannot be answered and, even while 
grieving the changes and the losses, continued to 
live hopefully and expectantly? How new would 
we feel, how fresh, if we simply allowed others to 
snuggle in a little closer, accepting love, and allowing 
it to be the only answer that brings new life? How 
much better would we feel if we allowed ourselves to 
snuggle in a little closer and offered love, rather than 
answers, to someone else in pain and need?

A ministry to and with older adults, for whom 
change and loss are constant companions, doesn’t 
have to have the answers. It has to have the ability 
to speak words of love and comfort in concrete 
actions. It has to have the willingness to be 
vulnerable so others sense a possibility of being 
vulnerable with us.
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A contingent of 
30 hopeful Mets 
fans from six 
United Methodist 
Churches made 
a pilgrimage to 
Citifi eld in mid-
September. Pastor 
Steve Knudsen 
of Seaford and 
Pastor Sharon 
Petgrave-Cundy 
of Sheepshead 
Bay accompanied 
members from their 
congregations as 
well as those from 
the Hempstead, 
Brooks Memorial, 
Richmond Hill, and 
Salem churches. 
Though the weather 
was a little chilly, 
the group kept 
warm cheering on 
the home team. 
Five tickets to the 
game that were 
purchased by 
the Inwood UMC 
were donated to 
the “goodwill” 
window for any 
military personnel 
who wished to use 
them.

Faithful Rooting On NY Mets

Drew Offers 
Management 
Help

Drew Theological School 
is offering a November 
webinar series on church 
management that can 
be viewed live or via 
recorded links. Rev. Dr. 
Neill Tolboom, senior 
pastor at the United 
Methodist Church in 
Morristown, N.J., will teach 
the four-part series on 
Mondays from 2 to 3:15 
p.m. Tolboom also has 
15 years experience as an 
investment banker.

The sessions will 
include: 
Nov. 4: Accounting & 

fi nancial management
Nov. 11: Managing 

investments
Nov. 18: Stewardship 

campaigns
Nov. 25: Maintaining the 

physical plant
Those unable to view 

the live feed can still 
register and then watch 
the recorded sessions 
via a provided link at a 
later time. The cost is 
$20 per session, or $75 
for the series. Continuing 
education credit of .5 CEU 
is available for completion 
of all four parts at an 
additional cost of $17.50.

For more information 
and to register online, go to 
drew.edu/theo/webinar. 
Or contact Nancy 
Vander Veen, director 
of Theological Alumni 
Relations and Lifelong 
Learning, at
nvanderveen@drew.edu.
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Sugar Loaf Honors Heroes
Rev. Vicky Fleming fi nds herself 
surrounded by three generations of 
volunteers from the Sugar Loaf Fire 
Department during a special service on 
September 22. Sugar Loaf UMC honored 
fi rst responders, veterans and those 
currently serving in the military. The fi re 
department members were joined by 
veterans representing all branches of the 
military. A luncheon of hero sandwiches 
followed the service.

The New York Annual Conference is seeking 
a coordinator of congregational development 
and revitalization (CCDR) to provide visionary 
leadership in implementing strategies for planting 
new faith communities and revitalizing existing 
congregations. As a member of the extended cabinet, 
the coordinator will work with congregations in the 
annual conference as well as parish development, the 
bishop and the cabinet. Base salary is $65–75,000, 
depending upon experience. The compensation 
package includes a housing allowance, full benefi ts 
and a reimbursement account. Start date is January 
6, 2014.

The ideal candidate will have a master’s degree 
and 10 years of experience in congregational 
development. To apply, email a cover letter and 
resume to “CCDR Search Committee” at 
jobs@nyac-umc.com. Please do not call the 
conference offi ce about this position. Candidates 
without relevant congregational development 
experience, or who do not submit both a cover
letter and resume will not be considered. The 
deadline for applications is October 31. A detailed 
job description can be found at 
http://www.nyac.com/classifi eds/detail/198.

Church Plants, 
Revitalization Coordinator

JOB OPENING

The New York Conference’s disaster relief 
coordinators and Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie will be 
honored by the Brooklyn United Methodist Church 
Home with the William C. Kirkwood Humanitarian 
Award on Nov. 13. Ewoodzie, the NYAC mission 
director, and the team are being recognized for their 
efforts in the continuing Hurricane Sandy recovery.

The award will be presented during a dinner 
dance celebrating the BUMCH’s 130 years of service 
to the community. Founded in 1883 by Methodist 
Church members to provide a comfortable residence 
for their indigent elderly, the Brooklyn Home 

Ewoodzie, Disaster Team To be Honored
continues as a not-for-profi t, non-sectarian skilled 
nursing home with 120 beds and a staff of 150 on 
Dumont Avenue.

Other awards and their recipients are: 
distinguished service award to Dr. Richard B. 
Becker, chief executive offi cer at Brooklyn Hospital; 
community service award to Joanna F. Hofmann, 
founder and treasurer of Promoting Health in Haiti; 
and Anne B. Dowling distinguished service award 
to Winston Watson, retired food service director for 
the Brooklyn UMC Home.

The event, at Russo’s On the Bay in Howard 
Beach, begins at 6 p.m. with a reception and silent 
auction; dinner is at 7:30 p.m. Individual ticket cost 
is $200. To register or place an ad in the journal, go 
to: http://www.bumch.org/pages/dinner-dance.htm.



8 Centenarians Honored at Bethel Homes

Bessie Royals, 102, celebrates with her granddaughter, 
Camille Gladman, right, at a party for eight centenarians. 

Bethel Homes and Services 
recently celebrated the lives of 
eight centenarians living at its 
Croton-on-Hudson and Ossining 
campuses. These ladies range 
in age from 100 to 105 and have 
some interesting stories to tell. 
Amid family, music, reminiscing 
and a salutary toast, these 
centenarians were recognized 
for the amazing milestone each 
of them has achieved and the 
experiences they’ve had along the 
way.

When she was in her 80’s, 
Rose Zoeller was still climbing 
up on her roof to make needed 
repairs. She came from Germany, 
in the 1930’s and worked as a 
hairdresser, nanny and maid in 
New York City, before marrying. 
The couple moved to Putnam 
County where they bought land on 
the side of a mountain. Together, 
they cleared the property and built 
their house. Zoeller enjoys opera, 
classical music, philosophy, 
politics, and was a wonderful 
cook. Today, at 103, she indulges 
in relaxing passtimes, buoyed by 
her memories and experiences.

Libia Rosa, 101, was a 
dressmaker, working until she 
was 92. At the beginning of 
her career, she was the head 
seamstress for the Rockettes 
when Radio City Music Hall fi rst 
opened. During her career, Rosa 
“dressed” well-know politicians, 
entertainers and socialites, but is 
not at liberty to disclose who they 
were. 

The most senior of the 
centenarians, Anna Allen, 105, 
was a ballerina who performed 
with The Metropolitan Opera 
Ballet in the 1930’s, under George 
Balanchine. She reads the New 
York Times every day.

Hattie Smith, 101, a long-time 
Ossining resident had been a 
missionary for her church, and 
traveled at length to fulfi ll that 
role. Bessie Mae Royals, 102, 
worked for Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company for 20 years, 
and upon retirement, took care of 
her six grandchildren.

Rose Schechter, 100, born 
in Brooklyn, was one of nine 
children and the only one born 
in the United States. In addition 
to being married for 50 years and 

raising three children, she was an 
artist. 

Also honored were Carmela 
Giordano, 101, and Elvira Bialt, 
100, rounding out an amazing 
group of ladies who each have a 
story to tell of a life well lived.

Bethel Homes and Services has 
been helping older adults live life 
to the fullest, caring for them with 
compassion and understanding. 
Bethel offers a full continuum of 
care from its campuses in Ossining 
and Croton-on-Hudson. Although 
founded by, and for, Methodists, 
Bethel is a non-sectarian 
community, providing equal 
housing and employment without 
regard to race, creed, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, or 
marital status.
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A recent incident has prompted the conference 
to issue a warning to all pastors and church 
administrators about a telephone scam using the 
name of Bishop Martin McLee. United Methodist 
leaders will never call over the phone to ask for 
help, even in an emergency. According to the UM 
News Service, churches, pastors and laity across the 
country have been receiving fraudulent calls trying 
to solicit money using the names of at least six other 
bishops.

The callers use names of bishops and providing 
other information in order to sound legitimate. 
One story is that “_________ got in trouble while 
traveling overseas and needs help.” The callers are 
often quite convincing. These scams have been 
delivered via emails, Facebook, and now by phone 
calls. According to the South Carolina Conference 
news reports, a pastor there was asked to send 
money via Western Union to help a bishop’s family 

member whose car had broken down in the area.
Fortunately, the NYAC pastor who received the 

call knew that the person wasn’t Bishop McLee. If 
you get a call from someone claiming to be Bishop 
McLee, please ask to call him right back and then call 
his conference offi ce line at 914-615-2221.

Those receiving such calls are strongly urged 
to contact the Federal Trade Commission as
soon as possible. They will start a case in 
their database, which is then accessed by law 
enforcement. Once the current government 
shutdown ends, reports can be fi led online at 
www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#&panel1-8, 
by choosing “imposter scams.”

These types of scams generally hit hard and fast. 
They could simply be accessing UMC.org or the 
conference web site and pulling information from 
the church locator pages. It is essential that the FTC 
get as much information as soon as possible.

Warning: Scammers Using Bishop Names

Rev. Alfredo Cotto-Thorner
Reverend Alfredo Cotto-

Thorner, the founder of 
Anchor House, died October 
3 at New York Methodist 
Hospital in Brooklyn.

Cotto-Thorner established 
Anchor House, the 
residential substance abuse 
treatment center, during 
his longtime ministry at 
South Third Street UMC in 
Brooklyn. Cotto-Thorner 
opened the men’s program 
in 1967 in a former 
parsonage on Brooklyn Avenue in Crown Heights. 
Today the program can serve 50 men and 28 women 
at a time.

Cotto-Thorner entered the ordained ministry 
through the Baptist church in 1944. He was received 
as an elder and a full member of the New York East 

Conference in 1955, and then appointed to South 
Third Street UMC. Cotto-Thorner served there until 
his retirement in 1988. After retirement, he served 
the Community UMC in Jackson Heights as the 
Hispanic associate until 2009.

He was also an honorary board member of the 
United Methodist City Society.

A funeral service was held at the Community UMC 
on October 6, with a “farewell service” the following 
day at the Jackson Heights church.

Rev. Cotto-Thorner was preceded in death by his 
wife, Dorothy Lee, in 2007.

Bonnie Jean Ecker Pinto
Bonnie Jean Ecker Pinto, 65, died September 29 

following a long illness. She was the wife of Rev. 
Robert Pinto, a retired associate member of the New 
York Conference. They were married in 1986 while 
Rev. Pinto was serving the Rock Hill, N.Y. church. 

Born in Middletown, N.Y., Pinto knew from 
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Continued on page 12
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early childhood that she wanted to teach. She 
completed her undergraduate studies and earned 
a master’s degree in teaching and music from the 
State University at New Paltz. She founded the Little 
Lambs Christian Nursery School at the Bullville 
UMC in 1991. She taught there long enough for some 
of the students in her fi rst class to enroll their own 
children to her care.

A woman of deep faith, she ministered with her 
husband at the Rock Hill, Woodridge and Hurleyville 
UMCs. She was an ordained minister of the 
Missionary Church International.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by 
her mother, Shirley Ecker; three daughters: Bonnie 
Lee (Jordan) Medeiros, Andrea (Alan) Fuller, 
and Darlene (Yolanda) Long; two step-children: 
Barbara Pinto and Steven (Paige) Pinto; a sister, two 
brothers, and nine grandchildren. 

A service of death and resurrection was held on 
October 5 at the Bullville UMC, with burial at the 
Bullville Cemetery, Bullville, NY.

Donations in her memory may be made to 
Orange-Sullivan County Hospice, Bullville UMC, or 
the Little Lambs Nursery School.

Expressions of sympathy and support may be sent 
to: Rev. Robert Pinto, PO Box 805, Rock Hill, NY 
12775.

Rev. Hector Manuel Navas
Reverend Hector Manuel Navas, a founder of The 

United Methodist Church’s Hispanic/Latino caucus, 
died on September 18, at age 79. 

Rev. Navas’ ministry began in the Illinois 
Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, where he received a license to preach in 
1959 followed by probationary membership in 1961.

Navas’ passion for worldwide mission began 
with service on the EUB Board of Mission in 
1965, the same year he was ordained an elder and 
became a full member of his conference. In1968, 
he transferred to the Florida Conference and was 
appointed to the National Division of the Board of 
Global Ministries. In 1976, he transferred to New 

York, continuing his service with the GBGM until 
1985. That year he joined the conference staff as the 
associate program director for Hispanic Ministries. 
Seven years later he received his fi rst pastoral 
appointment 
to Manhattan’s 
Broadway 
Temple, 
English and 
Hispanic 
congregations. 
In 1997, Navas 
retired.

Navas was 
one of the 
founders of 
Metodistas 
Asociados 
Representando la Causa Hispano Americana 
(MARCHA). A statement from MARCHA said, 
“With his death, MARCHA lost one of its most loyal 
members and the UMC lost one of its most effective 
Hispanic leaders.”

A service of death and resurrection were held 
at the First United Methodist Church of Tarpon 
Springs, Fla., on September 22. A U.S. Army veteran, 
Navas was buried at the Florida National Cemetery, 
Bushnell, Florida.

He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Ina; four 
children: Elaine Navas, Ron (Paula) Navas, Richard 
(Terri) Navas, and Lisa Navas; his sister, Lita Cabo; 
six grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

Expressions of love and support may be sent to 
Ina Navas at 436 E. Tarpon Ave., Tarpon Springs, FL 
34689.

The family requests memorial donations be made 
to the Tarpon Springs High School Marching Band 
for the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade at 
www.marchtomacys.com, the Tarpon Springs 
Shepherd Center at www.tsshepherdcenter.org, 
Church on the Bayou Presbyterian Church at 
www.churchonthebayou.org, or the Children’s 
Village www.childrensvillage.org.

UMNS PHOTO BY MIKE DUBOSE
Hector Navas speaks at the 
2011 gathering of Marcha. 
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commissioned hymn. Clinton is a lifelong United 
Methodist. Also as part of the evening’s celebration, 
the Rev. Dr. John E. Carrington and the Rev. Richard 
J. Rice will be honored, and Trudy Grove, former 
CFO, will be recognized for her tenure at the 
society. Tickets are $125 per person (10 people per 
table) and can be purchased online at 
www.umcitysociety.org/registration.

11/7–8 ‘Unseating Racism’ Training
Anti-racism training for New York-Connecticut 

District clergy will begin at 8:30 a.m. Thursday and 
conclude at 3 p.m. on Friday at the Stony Point 
Retreat Center, Stony Point, N.Y. For additional 
information please contact: Roena Littlejohn at 
203-331-9653, or the NY/CT District offi ce at: 
NYCTdistrict@nyac-umc.com. This training 
is mandatory for all clergy, Board of Ordained 
Ministry, bishop’s cabinet, District Council on 
Ministry, Committee on Nominations and members 
of the Committee on Religion and Race.

11/11–15 Pastor’s Clinic at NYM Hospital
Each year 24 pastors and/or their spouses from 

the NYAC participate in a health clinic at New 
York Methodist Hospital, Brooklyn. In four days, 
participants receive a thorough physical examination 
and any follow-up tests that may be indicated. There 
will also be time to tour the Hospital and participate 
in seminars on recent developments in health care. 
You will get a penetrating view of your mission 
hospital at work. For more information and to apply, 

Continued from page 2

go to: http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4320.

11/13 Disaster Work Honors 
Disaster relief coordinators and Rev. Joseph 

Ewoodzie will be honored by the Brooklyn United 
Methodist Church Home with the William C. 
Kirkwood Humanitarian Award on November 13. 

The award will be presented during a dinner dance 
celebrating the BUMCH’s 130 years of service 
to the community. The event, at Russo’s On the 
Bay in Howard Beach, begins at 6 p.m. with a 
reception and silent auction; dinner is at 7:30 p.m. 
Individual ticket cost is $200. To register or 
place an ad in the journal, go to: 
http://www.bumch.org/pages/dinner-dance.htm.

11/16 Inclusive Church Symposium
The conference committee established in 2012 

to study a more inclusive UM church is urging all 
churches to attend a daylong symposium entitled, 
“Holy Conferencing: Is There a Future for an Inclusive 
Church?” The committee will report on the results of 
their work, share what they see in the future, and offer 
workshops on how to use this information productively 
in the local church. Attendance at this event will provide 
each church with the knowledge of the stress lines within 
our denomination over issues of inclusiveness and how 
they may play out as we move through this quadrenium 
and into the next. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Asbury-Crestwood 
UMC, 167 Scarsdale Road, Tuckahoe, N.Y. Coffee and 
light breakfast items will be provided; participants 
should bring a bag lunch. To register, go to: 
http://www.nyac.com/events/detail/4711.

11/16 Vital Congregations Workshop
Rev. DJ del Rosaro, from Spark 12, will lead this 

workshop for pastors and church leadership teams. 
Spark 12 is a faith-based catalyst that invests in 
young entrepreneurs to launch innovative ideas 
that will transform the world. Light breakfast/
registration begins at 8 a.m.; workshop from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Edith Macy Conference Center in 
Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. Registration: $75 per church. 
Lunch is provided. To register, go to: 
http://nyac.com/events/detail/4627.


